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LIEUTENANT McCOURT: The date is December 
13th, 2001. The time is 9:15. My name is Tom McCourt 
from the New York City Fire Department. We are 
currently at Battalion 45, EMS Command. I'm currently 
interviewing -- 

EMT CIRA: EMT David Cira, Division 4. 

Q. EMT Cira, could you please tell me the events 
that took place on September 11th, 2001, from your 
perspective, please. 

A. Shortly after the first plane was announced 
over the EMS frequency to have hit the first tower, my 
partner and I went 98 from an assignment out of Booth 


Memorial Hospital at Main Street and Booth Memorial 


Avenue. 
Q. Who was your partner? 
A. Felipe Torre. We were working 50 Adam, Tour 


2, Vehicle 466. We were 98 for about three or four 
minutes when the assignment was sent over to our MDT. 
We hit the 63, acknowledged the assignment and headed 


into Manhattan. I entered Manhattan via the Brooklyn 


Bridge and we made -- where is the Brooklyn Bridge? 
Q. It's got to be over this side. 
A. We came down -- this has got to be it. I 


believe we came down John Street, made a right turn 
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onto Broadway, took that up several blocks, where we 
ended up on the corner of -- where we ended up on Vesey 
and Broadway, made a left turn onto Vesey Street, and 
we were stopped on the corner of Church and Vesey at a 
Citibank. We were flagged down by a woman who had a 
couple of patients, one of whom was complaining of 
chest pain, and various other injuries and whatnot that 
had been patients from the Trade Center itself that had 
gotten outside of the triage sector apparently. We 
were there with a North Shore University Hospital truck 
that was no special designation. They were a transport 
truck that decided to come out on their own. I believe 
one of the crew members was paramedic Adam Schriebman. 
We all began to triage the patients in the area. 

We decided that we were going to move these 
individuals across the street to the north side of 
Fulton and Church, which it's showing here as a 
cemetery, but I remember it to be a Citibank, and we 
started to triage the patients when the building -- we 
looked outside, there was a rush of people coming down 
the block, and someone informed us that the tower was 
coming down. All we could basically do was take 
cover. I lost my partner at that point in time because 


of the rustle and I was trying to shield ourself from 
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the debris. I lost my partner for somewhere in the 
line of -- I would assume it to be around 13, 14 
minutes. We all had apparently walked up northbound on 
Church Street. Like I said, it took about 15 minutes 
when I finally met up with a Brooklyn bus. 

Q. What was the scene like after the collapse? 

A. Right after? 

Q. Describe that a little bit. 

A. It felt like a snowstorm at 3:00 o'clock in 
the morning. It was absolute, total silence. 
Everybody and everything was covered. We had stumbled 
upon Captain Janice Olszewski, who was in a pile of -- 
it appeared to be just a pile of debris. At that point 
in time -- actually, let me step back a bit. I'm 
actually leaving something out. 

When I had walked up north a bit, I'd met up 

with a Brooklyn bus, I believe either 39 Adam or 39 
Charlie. I'm not sure. They took me back -- after the 
debris started to settle a bit, they took me back 
further south to meet up with my bus again and my 
partner, which was at the intersection of, I guess, 
Fulton and Church, which is where we found Captain 
Olszewski. At that time we had about seven patients at 


the back door of the ambulance that started to gather. 
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Most of them were police officers. We had Captain 
Olszewski there. We advised her to get into the 
ambulance. She said she was feeling okay and she was 
with another ambulance crew. We had seven people by 
the truck and we just, you know, green tag patients and 
we wanted to get them out of there. 

So we took them out of the borough and we 
took them to Booth Memorial Hospital. We took them 
back there. Our reasons for going there were we had to 
go out of the borough because they were green tag 
patients. Brooklyn wasn't a feasible option because of 
all the traffic coming in and out. So the next best 
thing, we traveled northbound on -- I couldn't tell you 
the avenue. We found our way to the 59th Street 
bridge, which I took to the LIE, and I was -- I 
bypassed Elmhurst and I bypassed St. John's only 
because of the reason -- I bypassed Elmhurst because it 
is a major trauma center and a partial burn unit. I 
figured that, if any major patients were going to start 
spilling into Queens, leave that open, and then we went 
to Booth. It was right off the LIE, it was open, they 
were ready for us. I notified them on my own cell 
phone. 


Then we were seen there at the ER briefly 
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just to make sure we were okay. We were both covered 
in dust. Our truck was a disaster. But to be honest 
with you, I don't remember much more than that about 
that morning. If you have any other specifics, I'm 
sure you could -- 

Q. Do you remember seeing anybody else other 
than the Captain or anybody? 

A. I saw various EMS workers that I recognized 
just by uniform. Somewhere along the line I remember 
seeing Lieutenant Hadala, but I couldn't tell you what 
street corner I saw him on. He was with Paramedic 
Chevalo Wilson-DeBriano. But I don't remember where I 
saw them and, honestly, the time frame I really 
couldn't tell you because it was just, once those 
buildings came down, it was just -- 

Q. You weren't there for the second building, 
were you? 

A. We were pulling away as that was going on. 
We were being advised by -- we were driving up through 
the crowd. We were trying to get through a crowd with 
a bus full of patients. 

Q. Right. 

A. We were being advised that the second tower 


was coming down, and we did, actually, if I'm not 
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mistaken, we did see the debris cloud from the second 
building. But were we inside the cloud? No. We were 
cleared by then. 

Q. So you never made it over to the command post 
or anything on the west side? 

A. Never made it near the command post. We were 
assigned to go to West and Vesey. That was our 
original assignment location. We never made it there. 
We were flagged down, thank God. Like I said, we were 
flagged down on like Fulton and Church, somewhere along 
the Fulton and Church vicinity because we were ona 
corner and it was a Citibank. I definitely remember it 
being a Citibank because that's my bank and I just 
happen to remember that's where we were at. 

Like I said, I took those patients to Queens 
and we were seen and we were sent back to the battalion 
and were released -- what is that? LOA, when they 
release you -- it was before the end of my tour, but 
they said that's okay, you can go home. Captain Scott 
Holliday was at the battalion and he released us for 
the remainder of the tour. 

Q. All right. Anything else you can think of or 
anything? 


A. I'm sure every time I sit down and tell the 
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story, I could probably think of something to add into 
it, but those are the basics of it. 

LIEUTENANT McCOURT: Okay. The time is 
0923. That concludes this interview. Thank you very 


much. 


